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SUBJECT: BOUTEFLIKA LEADS ALGERIAN DELEGATION TO AFRO- ARAB 
SUMMIT PREPARATORY MEETING 

1 . FON MIN BOUTEFLIKA LED ALGERIAN DELEGATION TO CAIRO 
MARCH 3 FOR PREPARATORY MEETING FOR AFRO- ARAB SUMMIT. 

OTHERS IN DELEGATION WERE TOURISM MINISTER MAOUI, WHO SEEMS 
BO BE RECEIVING CRASH COURSE IN DIPLOMACY BEFORE LAUNCHING 
HIS AMBASSADORIAL CAREER, FON MINISTRY POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR ADJALI, ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO KHARTOUM AND 
CAIRO, AND OTHER FON MIN OFFICIALS. 

2. IN SERIES OF PRESS INTERVIEWS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM 
ALGIERS AND ON ARRIVAL IN CAIRO, BOUTEFLIKA WAS QUITE 
MODERATE AND MADE LITTLE NEWS. HE REFERRED TO 
AFRICA'S "INTERNAL PROBLEMS" ONLY IN PASSING AND WITHOUT 
BECOMING MORE SPECIFIC. SIMILARLY, ALTHOUGH PROFESSING 
HIMSELF DISSATISFIED WITH INTERMINABLE NIEO DISCUSSIONS IN 
PARIS, HE CITED EFFORTS AT EURO- ARAB AND EURO- AFRICAN 
COOPERATION. 

3. BOUTEFLIKA ALSO WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO PRAISE 
EGYPT AND EXPRESSED ASTONISHMENT AT SUGGESTION BY 
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ALGERIAN JOURNALIST THAT ALGERIAN-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
HAD BEEN CHILLY OR TROUBLED OF LATE. HE EVIDENTLY 
MADE THIS POINT STRONGLY SINCE OFFICIAL FRENCH DAILY 
FELT COMPELLED TO PUBLISH A NOTE THAT JOURNALIST’S 
FOOLISH QUESTION HAD STEMMED FROM INTOXICATION 
PROVOKED BY THOSE WHOSE COLLUSION WITH COLONIALISM WAS 
INDICATED BY THEIR PARTICIPATION IN AGGRESSION AGAINST 
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BENIN. 

4. COMMENT: BOUTEFLIKA'S MODERATE TONE SUGGESTS 
THAT ALGERIANS NOT INTENDING TO MAKE FUSS AT CAIRO, ON 
SAHARA OR ANYTHING ELSE. LOW-KEY STATUS QUO SEEMS TO BE 
WATCHWORD HERE ON SAHARA, AND ONE WELL-PLACED FON MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL TOLD FOREIGN VISITOR THAT PROBLEM COULD BE 
SETTLED BY SOME SORT OF MEDIATION. 

LYNE 
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